
POST OFFICE
Report of Postmaster Jame3'

Commission.

The Original Defects To Be Remedied.The In¬
structions Given and Work Performed.

Sad Results of a Defective
Truss.

VERDICT OF THE CORONER'S JURY.

Warhinqto*, May 0, 1877.
Tb6 commission appointed by Postmaster Jainen of

New Yoric, under instructions from tho Secretary of
Iho Treasury, to Inquire Into tho causes of tho late
accident at the Now York l'ost Offlco building havo
made an oxtondod report. Altor reciting tho fact of
their organization and tho witnesses examined, tbo
commission proceeds:.

TIIK FACTS DKvri.OI'KO.
The facta lire tound tuba hh follows :.On July II, 1*74.

thin letter whs sent from tho Supervising Architect's
office

"Tkka.si;kv Okpartmknt, 1
OrriCK or Supkkvisinu Architect. /

July 11, 1*7 I )
"To Hon. 0. T. IIURi.HUKn, Superintendent Uflico mid
Court House. Now York City .

"SiR-I send herewith plan and section showing the de¬
sign for tho now court r. oin to be found in the building nil-
der your charge in tho third and fourth atorlea. an icqucsted
by the Judges ot the Court, You will proceed to romove tho
floor beams and to lit up ttie room as shown in the
accompanying plans. which you will please cure-
hilly revise mid inform tno II there is any
difficulty In earning the same into effect, or if there are
mors in figures r plans. You will see that a considerable
amount of furring will be required to carry nut the design,which will bn done by the contractor lor the iron Inthlng
wtien a decision Is rendered in regard Hereto. Very re-
specitully. A. ri. Mli LliKTT. Supervising Architect."

lu ordor to carry out the obove Instructions ot Mr. Mul-
leit a nrr ot beams, constituting the tneu loiirth floor, was
removed Irom tho space now occupied by Iho ulled States
Criminal Court room. In order lo give it Incroiisnq
height o( ceiling, sml a brick pHrtltiou wall then
dividing tho room transversely, was removed to in
crease Its length. This brick wall, which had also ex¬
tended through the attic story of the building and
carried a portion of the roof, was under these
Instructions required to he supported above the ceiling of
the court room l>y a wrought iron girder, introduced at the
tiino the wall was removed ho insufficiency ol tl.is girder
proved to be the primary cause wt.icli Dually led to the sad
catastrophe ol .Muy I, This girder was tormed ol two rolled
iron beams, flttecn incites deep, placed slue by side, blocked
apart by (ire cast iron separators or tilling pieces, through
each ot which passed two one-inch wrought iron bolts.
Tills girder, besides Its own weight, was compelled to slip-

Curtails 1-10 square leet of attic llou'. with its iron beams,
rick arnlie* and unusually heavy lllling of solid concrete ;

also 74* square leet ot remaining transverse brick w all in
the other story, twelve Ini lies thick, and Anally to cirry the
additional load of &78j{ square feet of roof deck, with
its Iron beams, corrugated iron arches, concreto lilllnc and
:opper covering, busidea the accidental Increased weight
due to wind and snow. So copy of the plan relerredtoiu
Air. .Mullen's letter ran be found in the office ot the .New
York superintendent, nor does any record there anpear ol a
written description or spocihcatiou lor this girder: conse¬
quently It is not possible fur your commission to uetermlne
whether tho desigi. for the girder whs made or approved by
the officials of the Washington office ot the SupervisingArchitect.
The engineer of that offico, .Mr. Schumann, assorts that be

never knew the dimensions of this girdtu nor t he method ol
¦ta construction, and two wltncfsus, Mr. Thomas, master
masou, anil Mr. Worms, Iron worker, testily that
they were dhccted by the atslsiaut superintendent.Mr. Steinmetx, to term a girder from two of
llie beams takeli out ol the floor, which wiu
removed to give increased height to the court room,
l'homas states that ho called the intention t.f Stelnmuis to
the insufficiency ot the girder, and that lie suggested the
introduction of a relieving arch ovor It in the a.lie wail
reforieii to. Mr. StelumeU insists in his testimony that he
regarded it as sufficient, hut still had made no calculation
»f Its streugth.

.SlUSS Or WKAKNK8S.
At a subsequent poriod, the precise date of which no

testimony al solutcly establishes, the girder was discovered
to show sign- of weakness, as an opeuing aoout t.'Urteen
leet wldo "lid ten feet high was taken out of the utile \\ nil
toreilcvoit. When the court room ceiling was furred and
plastered (apparently lu ilie winter ol 1*74 and 1*75) the
girder was hidden from view. Subsequently the cellingcrocked and fractures wero noticed in the brick work,
at the Jambs ot the opening of he attic w all shove, ami It
appears that Mr. Oakshott, the present supervising In¬
spector In charge, directed the intention of Mr. Schumann,
Ss well as of .Mr. Mullett. to the condition of Doth cellingand wall, uud suggested that the wlio.e wall should lie re¬
moved, and that Its place as a support tor the ro>f deck
tlinuld be supplied by a truss, and iliat Mr. Mullett agreed
lo recommend the substitution tu Mr. It ill, the presentfcupeivising Architect.
The following extraot of a letter Irom Mr. Mullott to Mr.

Hill Is lu compliauco with Unit promise :.
"Nkw York. Dec. 2, 1876.

"Jamks G. Hill. Esq., Supervising Architect:.
"Stit In in akin alterations in the origiual designs to pro-vido tor tho Criminal Court room a brick partition wall was

left in the llltli story, supnortuu by a beam tluit was not
suitable and should have I.eon condemned. It subseqiiontlysettled atd caused » crack to appear lu the c illug of tho
courtroom, hllorts were made to remedy i his by the lute
Assistant .Superintendent by having a large opening In the
wall. Tills is not, however, an etlectuiii remedy, and 1 ear¬
nestly recommend the removal of the wall and the insertion
ol a roof truss iu the other cases. Very respectfully,

_
'A. It. MUl.Lr.TT,"Supervising Architect New Vork Post Office."

On April 2, 1*77. Mr. Oakshott uddroKsed the subjoined
letter lo Mr. ilill

%% M»ML 2, 1H77.
"Jamkx O. IIill, Esq , Supervising Architect, VY atdiinutou,
D. 45.:
* Sir.You will no doubt remember that during one of

your recent visits to this building 1 called your atteniion to
the settlement ot a brick wall dividing the large room in
the fifth story mow u*e<i as a dormitory) and directly ov« r
the Criminal Court room. 1 nave carefully noted the set
tlemeut and flnu that the cracks in the court loom ceiling
caused by the same are iucreasing, ami U Is necessary to
remove the wad at once, substituting as a support for the
roof a iron truss of the same do* ign as those now in posi¬
tion In the adjoining rooms. Them* trusses were supplied
by the Kellogg Hrldye Company at a contract price
of $4H8 t>7 each, Enclosed please find proposal id Messrs
llouvelmaii. Haven X (Jo., tor supplying the add tioual
tru»s for tlie sum of which, it will be seen, is $2<iT> <(7
less than the contract price ot the Kollogg liridge Com¬
pany.

**in view of the emergency of the case, 1 havo accepted
the proposal of Messrs. tieuvelniaii, llaveu A ijo., and. as
tne work Is propeily preservation and repair of a public
building, I would respectfully request that tho expenditure
be authorised from t l»at Appropriation. Very respect ully,

11. UAKHIIUTI', Supervising Inspector in charge."
Mr. Hill approved the Action c f Mr. Oaksbott. its ex¬

pressed iu the following communication :
"IKKASURY iJlCPARTHKNT, i

OrriCK or thk Mi*ki<visiM; arcmitkct. >
^prll :j, IH77. )

"Thomas II. Oakmiiott, Supervising Inspector in charge of
I nited States Post Ottico and Court Home, New i or*
city:.
".slit.In reply to your letter of tho 2d Inst, you are ad¬

vised that your action In accepting the proposals of Messrs.
ileuveltuan, llaveu A Co. for supplying an iron truss tit a
C9st of $23.1 as ti support for that portion ol the root of the
building under vour supervision immediately above the
large room iu the tilth story over the Circuit Court room
(made necessary i»y the removal ot iiu insecuie brick wail)
Is approved. S ou will plei.se prepare aim certify vouchers
lor the work, w inch wilt be paid i»v he disbursing a^eut,
1*. A. Arthur, Esq.. upon presemati n, from hinds iu his
hands under tho appropriation tor repairs and preservation
ol public buildm.s ior 1877. Very respectfully,?.JAMES Ii. ilILL, Supervising Architect *'

Tne proposition ot Ifeuvclmati, IIeven X Co referred to,
which Mr. Oakshott bad accepted, »s as follows;.

"Orrirh or 11v.rvki.man, Havkx .% Co,)Not. 77 AJfpHA i|UK UTV MTRKKT. [Nkw VoUK. March SKI. 1*77. )
.'Mr. T. II Oakshott, Miperinteudent in charge United
States I'ost Ottice, .New York:
"i<kar MR-We propose to furnish one truss under the

roof «d the Post ('Mice, on the Pane (rout, sumo us one
ihuwn no.v iu place, for the sum o; $:?.*;<. Kespect fully
fours, llbUVi.bMAN. IIaYKN «t CO,"
A memorAndiim in pencil explains the character of this

truss.
i he construction and delivery of this truss proceeded un¬

der tho orders ot Supervising Inspector Oakshott. Mr.
i>ougherty, also, under is direction snored uu the roof, re¬
moved the attic wall, and the new truss was placed iu posi¬
tion by contractors.

I'RIOR TO 1I1IC ALVIPIXT.
Mr. Oakshott states that, iu consequence of other duties,

he had but little time to devote to t e l*ost Oltice. tnough
he ueuerull.t went through the building twice euh day. On
Mont a\. April :mi, \ir. Ilill, accompanied by Mr. Oakshott.
vUiien the Post office and walaed thr ugh the room wb re
.he accident occurred, lb** temporary shores being still iu
p isition. Mr. Ill.l testifies that li s time was limited,
is he was on ins w. y to Albany, and that lie did
lot att« nipt to itiipec. critically .my work In tho building.
Ills attention. Iioa ev r, was directed to the fact tnat the
.lus* was set ill Us place. On tne following day, .May I,
Mr. Dougherty, the foremen in charge, having rep irt» d the
tri^s t<> he comnlete, without any formal order
:»l Mr. Oakshott to that effect, but apparently
under Ids implied permission, proceeded to strike
the temporary site, res with ^ieut car.. Comiuonc-
lug at the south end ot the ttu«s, wlucii retted on
the corridor wall, he »ucce»s|vely raised shtrhtlv each roof
beam with" a screw *liore. removed tne temporary support
and cauliou»iy lowered the beam upon its seat on the top
chord ol Hiu truss, fhe la*t shore so removed was nearest
the north end ol the truss and on the easterly side.

Tin: aCCipk.nt.
Within three to five minutes alter it was taken out the

flit lie ectloisof n»ol wh en this new truss was designed to
farry fell to the flour be'ow, a calamity which has occa¬
sioned the present service of the commission. A compari
ion of the fallen truss with ihe one adjacent and now
irnndfftg, which wa« to he copi. d In the construction of
ti e new ne, reveals the t.ict ol sever il important differ-
ence*
tA plan of the model truss, made from actual measure

nieut taken by tin* commission, is appended to the report
And msikeo "A " also a plan f the new truss, s mihiriy
measured, as it now lies marked "II. i'hoiot(rapltic ri pte-
sentati n* ol a portion ol the fallen truss aru also adueu.
A P'au accompanies this report.)

Tlie ratter M. .N, with its tie» and braces to tho ter«
tlcai strut O, I',' is wholly omitted, and I hi* strut being
oeithcr lolled to It * shoe nor built Into the wall, stood free,
without lut« ral support. I'lio tool beams, inst ad of abut-
tint into and e<*n*ci|nently bracing tin* upper chord in tuc
new truss, as they did in the original and adjoining one.
.imply rested upon It and were not secured to it hi any
way. The new truss was a.so ot about nine niche* ic«*
depth, and consequently its proportboi of su|»ertluotie
strength <the factor of satetvi was correspondinffly r<*dtieed,
w ithoiit lateral support. The root beams. Instead of abut
ting lute and coioicquently bracing the upper chord ot tlio
truss to which In the old tru^s they are secured by angle
irons and bolt*, rented irtmn it and were not in any w;»y se-
tured to It. Tlie truss was decreased in depth about nine
inches, mid, consequently, ihe proportion of superfluous
it length (the factor ol safety) was dnuinisiied.

UK. OAKSHOTT n I.NSTMtCTIOHS.
Mr. (lAkshott testified that He had directed tho contr «c-

tors for tne tru-s.repre-ented on this occasion by Mr.
ilaven to measure accurately the truss adjacent to the
truss to lie ^uhstltnted lor tho wall and to duplicate it ex

vtly; also tnat subsequently lie directed Mr. llaveu to
Ir p the truss b"dily about nin» Inches, mi that t e root

'i itm« would re»t upon. Instead of h itt in ir against the
.hei.uel bars forming Its top chord, and that this and an hi
reuse ill the depth of these channel bars whs the only
jbange lie permitted or knew of; lie further Mates that he
.iid mo at t eft ft" n to the sehedule of materials InriiistiiMl nv
Mr, Haven, a It wH* merel? a me*rorandum oi Mr. Haven's
MfltesiS' '><». iu lormiiitf bis esllui<ite, this uicuiuraiiUiiui

was on a slip of paper and I* written in pencil. (Copy an-
nexed.)

MK. IIAVkX's CLAIM.
Mr. Haven claims Hint illI* memorandum waa it 'lun-

tial part ot his contract; tb«l ho wit* not c»ll«_ upon to Uo
any work not specilW'nlly set down on it. mid that, us por¬
tion* til the trus* used mh ii model.vl*.. Uk principal alter
Willi lie bracing both lateral and In tlm adjacent »lrut wero
n<>t enumerated in It Ue was nut required 10 sunplv tliein,
and mat ill Uis opinion h> this principal miter whs also ni>i'd
a* our nl the ordinary rafters ol tin dainard roof, tlio tru»i
was complete »llbotil II or any substitute lor It: tliai In hi*
oplnimi tin* rod weight wn* belter placed wltli tlio roof
lieiinm retting on the lop chord of tlie nan* than II they
were abutted to it and secured by angle Iron*, and thai In
hia opinion no other method of securing the rout beams to
tile chord of tile truss mm necessary.

Mr. Oakshotl tuaiilltis mat he had the utmost rallauce In
Mr. Haven'* Judgment mid .kill *1111 In tli« .rent e xperience
of Mr. Dougherty-; that be did not glvo the trn-n nny lorrnsl
inspection before Its lull, or notice that it differed nwr,-
llally Irom iis required models: lie had never accepted or
approved It, imr specially ilirei'ted the shores to be atrnrlt
and me truss to receive It« Ultimate loan.
Mr Dougherty tesiitles that be noticed 'he difference, but

considered It unimportant, that he did uot report It to llr.
Oakabott.

CONCLUSION or TMX KVIMNCM.
Ail exiimiiiatiou ol I'act* and measurement* and compu¬

tations made by the commission prove.
Wrt-'llint tiiH girder introduced under the wall when

the alteration wan made In tlie United Stati n (Joint Kooui
wan so Insufficient for the purpose that It must bave lung
ami lulled had It lint been for the fortunate fact that tliu
brick wail which It supported «¦< a particularly aound and
strong one, and that it proved to be not only practically
*elt sustaining, but alto on tlm principle Hint it contained
a natural archi to have been able to nold the weight ol the
root beside*. and that the said girdor I* no lunilticient in
prcoorllon that when now relieved, 111 It was by the wall,from all the weight of the root and all the weight of that
portion of the wa.l liseli above ta natural line* of fracture
which runs at an angle Iroui the extreme end* ol' the girdur.
nothing but the fact that it happened to lie
constructed of exceptionally good Iron, aim that the floor
above It ban never been limited by an ordinarily great
weight. Iian prevented the Criminal Court room beneath
from having been the nos-lblo aceue ol a tar more serious
uccldent than that winch haa now occurred In the room
iibore It. The girder hsa now a deflection ot live and one*
halt Inchon, with a length of thirty IIvo teet two and ono-
hall' inched between it» bearings. I lie extent of the crack*
in tbo celling ol the Crluiluul Court room did not nevo-i.
sarliy Indicate exact curvaturo of. and consequent danger
from, the girder, lor the celling ha* some scll'sustaining
power lude|icndeiit of the floor mi which it i* hung, at i*
proved by the fact that mHiiy ot it* auipendliiK toda aie
loose (the floor I111* sngged in plucus more than tliu culling).
A* the strength ol the uirder la impaired, although the

main load It w»a Intended to carry I* ruiuoved, and aa under
no couilltlon ia it fining enougn 10 support with a sufficient
margin ol saietv that portion ot the Moor above which ilia
Htill called upon to curry, your Commiaalon, under tne cir¬
cumstances, may be excused If they recoiuineiid that It oe
cither materially strengthened or that its place bo ¦up-
piled by a uew and properly proportioned girdor.
V'WhI.The wlsdni.i oi the order to remove the wall and

aOnply it* place with a trim* la manifest.
Third- llie root trusses adjacent to the trua* that failed,

which cairy substantially t o same load, are proved to be
aufllcient to support the root with safety.

fVwf/i.Tlio letters ot April J mid :|, from Mr. Oaluhntt.
Sunerintenilent. to Mr. Mill, Supervising Architect, and of
Mr. Hill to .Ytt. iJiikalnitt, prove that a contract was au¬
thorised for a trua* which would lisve boon adequate to
ealely support the roof.
Fink.The lact that iinnortant elemeuta ot atablllty and

strength In the model truss are not lound in the now trua*
explain it* tailure. Tbe omission of a rafter with ita brac¬
ing. which was a main ro'innce for the safe support of the
end of tbo hurixontal porliuti of the truss above it. wai tlio
primary cauae of the accident. Its ninisslua left the whole
weight of one-half of 57:ift square teot ol root, with Its iron
beain«.J corruuftted Iron arches and unnecessarily heavy
concie u, nihil of the metal rooting and accidental load,
to bo borno by a single strut 111*4 lurbea long,
fointv "I of the Ill-inch channel bars. having »

Inch OniiKes, their well bolng tl'j luche* thick and tlieir sec¬
tional r.a oacli :i2-l() Inches, placed back to back .
Inches apart In the first 14 feet H Inches of which from the
bine there aru but two separation*, through each of
which passes a % inch bolt The strut stood »h«oiiitely
Iruo Mini without lateral bracing*. It wai manileitly tit
terly incapable ol sustaining tlio loml place upon it, mid
as must have been expected crippled (bent aldowaysi nt a
ptilnt thrro teet below its union with tliu truss. As 110 pro¬
vision was mailo to brace the lop chord ol the truss later¬
ally, either by bolting tlio deck b.'iiiii. 01 tbe root in it di¬
rectly or wltr anule irons or by notching them on to It. it
was deficient 111 lateral stiffness and in danger ot failure ol
crippling the upper chord.

CAU.1BS OK TIIK ACCIPK.vr.
Finally, the present accident Is due to two causes
t'irH.That tliu truss orecten did not correspond with that

recommended by Superintendent Oakshott, approvod liy
Supervising Architect 11 ill and apparently contracted lor
by Messrs. Uenveiman, Haven A Co
Sti'iiitl.That the shores wero removed and the truss was

aiibJei ted to Its load before it wim examined by a person
competent to determine 1! it waa constructed ill coAfnrniiiywith Ilia contract.
Your commission considers that it Is perhaps a lurtunute

circumstance that this uccldent, sad as it Is. lias leu to ibe
detection o! tlio radical weakness of tlio bidden girder of
tlio culling nl the l ulled States Court room the continu¬
ance of which Is now a source ol Jeopardy, and tlio commu¬
nity has great reason to be tr.aiiKlul that they bavu becti
spared ho details of a calamity tar moro appalling In Its
character.

UhO. B. POST, Architect.
A. -I. CAMrhl'.l.L, I roil worker.
NAMI Hi, LOW'DhN. Hullder.
\\. W. ADAMS, SnporlhtenJent of Buildings.I). .1 A HOI N ., .irchituct.

11. (J UN BY, Carpenter.
WM. LiAIMDEKIC, Chairman Mason and Builder.
T1JKO, WKS'lON, Secretary. I'.ngiuuer and Architect.

THB VEHDICT IlENDEIIED BY A COBONEB'S JUBY

IN THE CARE.THE UNITED STATES QOVEBN-
MENT Bl'.BPONSIBLE.
The inquest held by Coronor Eillngor upon tbo vic¬

tims of tbo I'oBt OWuu disaster wub rcanmod yostarday
la Equity Court cbamberfi. Tbo ll> - v moss called
was Mr. Mulloll. llo tostitlcd us lol... .

MK. Ml'LLKTT'H KVIDKNCfc.
1 ro«ldo la Wnshiuuton j 1 was tlio 8U)iorvlsiDg nr-

cbltoct of this liuildtiiK tnl tlio 1st of January. 1875;wlnle having charge ol tbn blllcc tlio I'ost Oltloe build-
In- was limit, uuder my supervision; in (bo sprit)}! ot
InT4 ft chuDgo was contemplated In tlio I'ost OtFlco,
consisting In tho romoval ot a floor «tid a wall par¬
tially supporting tbo rool, which wug tho original pur-
pose ol ttiownil; tho wall wits romovca oil tho fourth
Hour, and niv tustrui tions were to remove tbo wall to
tho root; when I loll tho changes ro I erred to wero in
process ol being curried out; there wus no plun mado
at the time, its suoh was not required, a simple order
being sulltck-nt; so much us 1 can ascertain the
altorutious were approved of at tho archi¬
tect's otllce in Washington; the flour upon which tho
upper wall rented carried tho wolght ot the same, us
weil as that pnrt of tlio roof; I was the supervising
architect nt tho tunc of the construction ol ibo I'ost
(>111 co; 1 waa familiar at the time with all tho details
ol tlie plan ; lcuuoi remember at present the max¬
imum weights calculnloil ui tlie time; nil I remember
is (but 1 examined tbo plans aud calculations nt
ibo tune, and tluit 1 checked and approved them, but 1
cannot tell at tlio present moment any particulars;
they are matter* of i*oord; tbey were prepared in tbo
olllco by Mr. Schumann nnd approved by mo; 1 went
out ol ofllce holoro the removal ol ibo upper wall, but
my directions at ibo time wero to retnovo tbo en-
tlro wall nnd rcplaco It by a trust* similar to
those adjusted In other parts ol tbo building, und
my directions wero either written or verbal; I do not
remember winch wero given ou the subject at Hint
llino to Mr. Stclnmolz; I cut)not now tell the weight
of the roof calculated nt the time; I was nwaro of the
(act that tlio ronl was supported by t ho brink wall; l he
question of removtug the upper and lower walls ilr.it
was a matter ol detail which I Iclt to tbo Superintend¬
ent, Mr. Mtoinmrtz.

UKXitHAL STKIXMKr/'M TKMTIMOXV.
General W. O. Steinmetz was the next wlinoso. He

said:.I was educated at Treves, In Oorinany, nnd win
qualllird as n surveyor; I have also b en a civil engin¬
eer, connected with tbo Co'ogne ltuliroud; 1 was ano
connected with tuu construction ol a road nt Wetzlar;
subsequently 1 studied architecture; 1 was em¬
ployed by I lie ('tilted States government sev¬
eral times; I had chnrge, as a^s.slant super¬
intendent. irom 187') to 1871, of the building of
the New York I'nst oillce; tlio plans and drawing* nil
c.une direct irotn Washington ; I lull tho ofllce in Ou-
tobcr, 187ft; the root at that lime wns completed;
tliero was a plun.a section showing tlie alterations
contemplated; the hooks will ulso show it as a matter
ol record; I should judgo thcie must bo a written order
authorizing the change.
Joseph VV. Harion, Inspector of building material

nnd construction at Ibo l'ost Oillce, residing ut Jersey
City, was then examined. He slated I'liero are jom'e
plans showing I ho changes wbtou bad been made in
the third nno fourth floors; a letter author zing suet)
changes was received from Washington (copy ol lot-
tor oflcrcd in evldoncel, but I cannoi Una any ol the
plans spoken ol In tbo letter; ttio orders to rcmovo
tlio wail cami) Irom Washington and 1 cxe-
cned litem to tbu extent shown by tbo plans
und according to instructions received; H was not
my duty to exunnno the building myself in rogard to
details of execution; I merely executed the orders
given and suporinteudod the architectural work; tlio
cut in the upper wall ou tho at tic story was made
on vorbal orders.

THH MAJt WHO MAPS TilK TKCHS.
Wilson I). Haven, tho builder ol the truss, was next

examined. Ilotnid:.On thj I9tb ol March last Mr.
Oiiksholi told mo that lie required n truss in tlio IlltU
story similar to that already lurinshed hy Da: ho gave
niu general Instruct tons as In what he wanted; wo

put hi odors lor fnnic ol tho boom*, braces, lor
the iron work o! tbo Post oiflco; 1 was asked, with
reference to the pres'iut cuku, to furnish a proposal
lor what I would erect a similar truss to thai al-
roailv erected; our proposal wns accepted; 1 talked
with Mr. Oakahott about thu subject; I was asked
by hint to use nine Histoid of seven channel iron;
our foreman was in charge of tho work; lie wns in-
smtctcd to make it satisiaciory to the goniiemcn hi
charge of tho l'ost Oillce; one ol thn flro rods gave
out; it was n doled In ibo iron very dtIDcu11 to dis¬
cover.
Mu liuol .-chwartz, a mechanic, had hoard <>ak-boif

and luiugherty converse about ne tinier on April It),
and Jacob Webber, who made the girder lor tint con
ir.iciiiig arm, noticed that tho beams supp >rt>ng me
rool and resting on the truss deflected, hut did noi
speak to Ookshott about it.

i'lio evidence being now completed tlie jury was
charged by Coroner Klllnger aud withdrew. After
being out soveral hours they returned the follow lug
verdict:.

tiik VKKntiT.
Tho Coroner's jur\ duly swuru to inquire Into llie

cause ol thu death ol Dennis Fleming, Charlos H. Hob-
orison and P..tuck Johnson, llu<i that Ihcy cumu to
their iioath l.>* the (ailing ol a portion ol the mm ol tlio
New York Post iilllco on ihe 1st day ol May, 1877. We
itiribor find lliai tlio iiniiieiuuli! cause ol tho loll-
lug ol said poriion ol mo roof to be from im¬
proper nnd iiisulllclent construction; but thai llie
primary cauno of the disaster is uttribu
table to tho incompetency ol tlio agents of
tbo Treasury Den irtmeni charged with tho erection
snd completion of this hiiilnlng, and that the United
Siates government u responsmli' lor this cnlsmity.
We lurtber lind that an excessive quantity of concreie
was used In the cover im ol the rool, and thai the load
thereby imposed npon I ho iron rool boa itis and their
support i xceeds the weight lor which the iron con¬
striction wns originally desigueil by more tbau tlireo
hundred per colli; Hut nil ol this is oumg to incom¬
petency o:i the pan ol A. II Mull it. supervising
architect in Charge at the time ihe r ol was designee,
and his local employes, and inul llie oivil engineer,
the only party upprurlug beluro lis com¬

petent to design inul compute motbods ol
construction, ha*, nei online to the testimony,
no authority in carrying out the construct on. His Innr-
lions aro enllfely advisory, and thai Ilia supervising
architect and his mphnds, not themselves technically
luiolligtul, otniiled to recur to ills kdvico wbeu

change* wcro made by their au'h°r''jfor?"be* r"-sasrrs. MSSs ftSK 'tuo1S°\omp.i,nT to carry only £ lre.woight imposed "Pon »»el»: llJ»l 1
ui. unJreally tukun out to be replaced by uu iron tru»,

that the c<>s""i the tn.« wa. reported *, the .uperln-
lending architect at Washington D. C.jy^local superintendent here, »n«l UW **P
approved by him, but no npecial drawing:«i»¦ mlor tbe m-w trum una u» outer mpport: tbat the un

u.rntandlng betweon the local iiiperintencJontjrniron workers was lor u rimi ar to another trug*
then in the building. It appears that ^"ho "ic«.iipenniendeut nor said iron Uri.i lI ad t
nary technical inlormutiou lo wrrecily underaiandiu
lunctlons or tho truss needed or bow such u truss
rboo id bo constructed, and that til c°n*e.|tteuco us
supports gavo way ns soon us tbe temporary pr V
¦tiiinortma the roof beams were removed.if urtbermorV we are o. ibo opinion .hat the mehod
now in vogue in the Treasury Department In w nsn
luutoii ol designlug and conatructtng *t°ver"5!'D"siruciures throughout the V!'l'. "^l artelltgence in local superintendents, In thi« or similar
emergencies. which the povcrnmont bus certainly not
lu this euse boon successlul In securing.

VACATING ASSESSMENTS.

AN IMPOBTANT BILL BEFORE THE LEOISLA-

Xt'BB .MILLIONS OF DOLLABS INVOLVED

THE COI'.POBATION COUNSEL 8 OPINIONS.
Mayor Ely has transmitted the following communi¬

cation ol Corporation counsel Whitney to ibo Speaker
o( the Assembly relauvo to a bill now beloro mo Leg-
is at u re, entitled, "An act to laciluate tbe removal or
clouds and apparent liens upon title to real estate''

urncK or (.'oonscl or CoiiroKATio*.»
Ni.w Vokk, May H. l*7i. I

"Sr^l'haVe^m'nedTV^ r.,.,e.t.d. Senate Wll No.
i ,!nw ound.aL' in tl'e A«.n>bly, entitled. "An act lu taell-It'sle tliu renloval or clouds Him iipparent liens upou title

t0TbSlblu u'very short and exceedingly comprch^nslvs t lt
Bives aritfht ol action "to remove apparent or alleged liens
or cloud. up n titl« created by ami l» proniiunio ilhe In

s-ass :rb"r,;ar.sr s
"the second section provides the grounds tipo;,whHitheaction may be ,i..I«Inea:. H>«u.l irreI»r»ty- 1 I-
vuliiiitv or error charted or ciimpiaiiieit ol wttti re.pei » »«.oc'i llBn iu.truniem .leed, contract. mortgage. public
record ..r proceeding. or private writluir," and wliether such
delect Is patent or otherwise.

. . .I will endeavor to make plain Jn.t what this nut uoo».
affects both our taxe. and assessments.
Onn.idrr hrst tlie subject »t ayoMiucnW .-

.,1. It provides a new lorin ol action Tor tbe vaoanon

*TT«l" es new cau.es or action or grounds lor the vaea-

*'t"io preteia'form ol remedy against nnJ°«'*"d£"l'ho'nsse.snieuts is by »nmiliary petition to » JudKe or it 8prr'ne Oonrt, with right ot appeal to Supreme Oourt, «en-feral Term in.d lourt or Appeals. (< hapier . '

|1M5H. and the amendmentsthereto: chsinoT 81-. Laws ol

"fti present^^"pr^edu^^.n lnJsi ea.es has been
in practice for nearly twenty years, during which time
i «npiv everv nueutlon that can art»e has b»*en betorethe
courts and bseu i.iljiidicated. and tiio la* and practice have
bfcmne nettled nn<l Hy»ieniHti*eu.

.iVh* authorIt in «lin pie, ®«iuiMHry hiuI eximclitioun. It mvMiittin
itv t<» cither reduce or vacate nMOi«ineut« mi tlie faits mi*y
WThern«'l» certainly no occasion for a new form or remedy
'"liut " |Cur'real vlclousnens or the bill Is. that It enacts

or Kronnds ior tlie vacation ol .i..e»smcnt.,UK* y "re'suu. II the fill ehouUlb- i.a«ed. in the loss o
,n l' oca I*liup^oveme n'ts^u ^eV Yo?ke*5-'« made and paidfoJ'bv tlie mnnlcloallty out »t moneys rained by tlie Issue ol
iiiimU and tin' iitvrvlie» upon the tos»eH»ineut», which, in
itnik cimrho of procedure, cotuw to l*e levied upon the prop¬
erty InMirtUed tiy the improvements fur tlie mcunatopay
thr.!r"Mveral years prior to 1*72 these proceedings werel or several > oars prjur ,^ Hnd |(l B. tlmok m,dUllciUt'lo mi conduct tlioin that tociiiilcal Iriegularltles
'''« "r'Lnvlrar've'ari VrTor'to 1H7U the court, had hold that1 »hlin ,*xiMtiiiit Inwm any ,irreniilHrltyu wm »uttt-
cietit to warrant the vacating ot an auetsineut. and a veryllrui number V.r ..".eSMiientl. had been vacated, amountinginUiJaMBreiiate t" millions ol dollar., whereby the ex-.1 ,fv imnroveuietlts were .billed from the prop-2rw wirn'KSd «!>. shoulder, ol tlie gen-

nn.rd" iitioii any oilier ground tbsn Iraud except lu ci rtiiin

p-r"pirai:::.^:
Kwrur.n.nc.i 0.-

v»e»lb".Co.ya"l.».eu!.
provi.lon. of law had the ellect to check and .nli.tantlaiiy to

¦uthurlyp the vacation ol an assessment.it wou?d not .ee'u to be an auspicious oecas on Jor the
door to be thu. opened lor the lncreaso or tho burden, of

"'YJIInlidertliat'to provide new ground, a. thi. time Tor the
vacation of assessments would be very prejudicial to the

'"tIio I iII al.o affects «.»e»»ments Tor tbe pnrnosea or taxa¬
tion Under the exi.ting laws any person leellng aggrievedatthe"valuation made ot his property lorourpo.e.ottiixa-
iton innv atiDlv to ibo llomml.sloners or I axe. and A«.e!>«-
mantatocorroct the name, and tliolr decision may be r»-
vi-r.ed bv the llourt upon certiorari when reasonable and

''Tbr'^'lcVuon^tV'ho-t on,ml,,loner, mast be made
durintr the time the book® are open for Intpcollon V'R*» ^e*
tM'f»iui iIih ii'Cuu i .Moutlay ol Jatiuary an«l the tir»t day ot
Ma.. Tho ('onimU»loner» ttri* also autborlR'd to remit i r
run u c e 11 ta X aHer ill. as been laid and within six montlisa't.Mhe deliverr of Vhe tax list to the Kerelver of Tax..tUblpwr Suulf the Law. of 1S5U. sections h, p. m. 11

"'fbosVprovisions are calculated to afford full
remedy III all ca.es of utiju.t or erroneous taxation. Tlie
punlle g'lod requires that taxe uld no collected a.Ii.oedilv as nos»lble. and lhat all corrections to the aswi..-
mrnt therrfor unci to the t«* ll«t itM ibi.uld l.e «t»iMlo
botore the cooHrmation ot the tax. It ii l1. Di J?I to multiply mode* whereby their collection may be dt-!sy*'l or.uibar.ss.e ,. always providing mat elllcunt mea...
ol rodre.s aualii.t positive wrong b« secured, and .uch
means ar« certainly ieoredby the laws now in lorce rolaf
inif to taxation In the city of New lorlc.

. .Hv tills bill. If it should become a law lifter the tax roll
had been completed and the taxes had been levied, and in
laet without anv limit a- to time, an action can be brought
O v aVate any alse-sment for the purpose of UmMn,
the ground ol Irregularity or technical defect lu any ol the
iiroceodines I cannot suppose that the iiatiiro ol this bill1'us been understood, and 1 trust .uch renr-senU.!.;».'«l»lbo made with rei/ard to It that It may i^>ot bee in e a Uw.
Km. sir. yours re.p.ct.ul.y,

Conf)

NEW JE1WE* MUTUAL.

BENJAMIN NOTES NOT IN NEWARK.I1IB Till IL
TO-DAY.OOVEBNOR BOBINriON AND THE RE¬

QUISITIONS.
Od Saturday last Mr. Benjamin Koyci latt Newark

to spend .Sunday Willi hm fainliy In Connecticut. He
was to bo back on Monduy. It was tlio llrst tlmo ho
had left Newark, though at liberty to go anywhere
wttbluaday's Journey since his arrest. Ho had not
returned up to Inst evening. As his trial is sot down
tor to-day, and us his counsel and bondsman know
nothing of tho causo of his absence, his lailure to ap-
pear In Newark up to yesterday croatcd considerable
gossip 11 not excitement In omcial and Insuranco cir.
clos. Judge t»uIl<i, Noyce' bondsman, expresses tho
lullest conlldence thai Noyes will turn up.

Mr. Noyes bus been at the Astor llou»e In this city
during a portion of the present week. In tho event
ol liin lion-appearance lor trial to-day his boudsmuii
has boon luliv Indemnified against tti«j loss ol $.6,000
bull. It Is believed that tho trial will be proceeded
wiili whether or not Mr. Noyes Is prosunt. According
to the New Jersey statutes a person ttiat lias luruisticd
ball in answer to an indictment Iism admitted the ju¬
risdiction ol tno court, excepting in cases ol lolony.

OoVhK.NoR ROBIXHUK'S mslTIOH.
A letter has boon received at Newark Irora one ol tlio

Slate olllccrs ut Albany, In which bo suys that <>ov-
emor Hubitison would not graut tho papers asked lor
until it was substantially showu that the ofloncc was
actually committed in lliu State of Now Jersey. Other-
wise, supposing tho ollenco to have bucn commuted In
this State, ho r.ould not properly consider them lugi-
lives iroin New Jersey justice. Tlio lottor Innmaied
thai should this omix.-lon In the papers bo sup¬
plied (iovernor ltoiunsou would give tho matter
another hearing. Tho point thus nuirio is considered
to be a strouic one, and li is possible that new and cor¬
rected Indict incuts will be presented.
Tho (iraiict Jury will resume active Investigation lo-

day. Among tiioso who iia\ol>oen summoned to ap¬
pear boloro them aro It. t. Martin, Henry A Jones,
I). P. Kscklcr. Henry XV. Smith, Cioorgo J. .schemer-
horn. K. .1 Mulligan, J. H. Cannilf, Daniel J. Noras
and the bookkeeper ol Ilia Chemical National liank.
From this list ol witnesses It would uppcar that
tno Jury propose looking luriher into tHo transfer
ol tho $jo,U<mi in cash io lieuimniu Noyes which
lie receipted lor, nut claims never lias be< n in his pos¬
session. The checks given were drawn on tlio t homi-
cal Hunk and $U,ouool tlio money whi withdrawn oB
tho day following tho iran-ior of assets. It is for tlio
alleged division ol tills mouey nmoiig iliein thai Henry
W. Baldwin, H. H. lienor, A U. Kay, K. 0. Krost and
J. H. SteudWeil were rtidicied. Mr. Haidwln has not
givon bail lit Nowark, though lie slguillcd Itm intention
or doing so some days since. At the ir>ai ol Benjamin
Noyes, set down for to-day, a numiier of « itneases aro
to lie culled. Among thom is Mr. Htedman, who mot
bad a long contest wldh llon|amin Noyes in Connecli-
cut, the former being at the lima SuporitiioiiJeut of
Insurance.

LAUttEL HILLS DEFENCE.
_______

May 0, 1877
To tiii: Kihtor ok Till IIkuai.h:.

I deny the statement undo In your report of tho
Daly sulctdo, published on Monday, tli.it the parties
who woro inierlcrln^ with the lato unhappy Mr.
Daly's property hail come from Mr. Flaherty's house.
1 never mentioned Mr. Hahcny's namo in any lurni
or shape, tllrectl) or nidirocuy. Tho Oftenders were
supposed to belong to William doirg and strangers to
Laurel Hill. WIi.MaM OT.OBMaN.

A NAUTICAL GYMNAST.

There is a seliooner lying off Stnpleton, one ol tho
sailors of which has for scmo tltno past been amusing
the idlers on ihedock by gymnastic performances. He
nscends to the rope or stay, which extends Iroin ona
in ist to the oihor, anil mere performs trapeze acts
which would do credit to a circus pcriortnef. Ho I* a
subjuLt ol spvuial attraction to tho corouura.

THE ANNIVERSARIES.

AXEBICAN FEMALE GUARDIAN, HOME MISSION¬
ARY AND AME1UOAN TRACT SOCIETIES.

The forty-second annual meeting ol the American
Female Guardian Society and Home lor ibe Friendioss
was bcld at the Home, No. 29 Euat Twouty-ninth street,
yeaterday. Mrs. WykoO, o( Brooklyn, ofTered tbe
opening prayer at baK-paat ten o'oiock. Sioging and
the reading of Scripture followed, and the various re¬

ports lor the year wero read. Tbe Board ol Managers
was clccted, and tbe lollowlng oltlcera will be re-elected
at a meeting to be held on Wednesday nextPresi¬
dent, Mrs. C. C. North; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs.
S. K. I. Bennett; Kocording Secretary, Harria Wilson;
Vialting Secretary, Mrs. S. M. Ambler. Previous
to tlio morning session a prayer meeting waa
hold In tho committee room on Thirtioth
street. At ono o'clock tho Board adjournod
for luncb, meeting again at two P. M. The children,
to tbe number ol 2i0, assembled in tbe chapel and
spent an hour or so in singlug and other exercises.
Tho well known (Junker lady, Mrs. Isaac Collins, ad¬
dressed the children (in lernperanco and religious sub¬
jects. Tho exercises concludcd ut four o'olock. From
tbe secretaries' reports It uppeared that durtug tho
past year tbe Home has sheltered 1,018 Intnatoa, 21,429
person-! have been aided, and the whole number of *p.
plications. &c., personally attended to numbered
l.">,03u. Homes liuvo been provided lor 127 children.
by udoptioii in,d otherwise.and thirty-tbroo children
nave died. Tint Homo bus in charge eleven industrial
schools, in wbicb the names ol 6,476 children bavo
boon registered. I'pwurd ol 13.000 garmenia nave been
distributed, 59,000 leaves ol bread disposed ol and
7,000 nmu maue by tho teachers and committees. The
receipts of the society, from January, 1876, to January
Inst, wore $60,950 88; expenditures, $72,002 51. The
ctil.drcu lor whom positions have boon obtained are
regularly written to and visited.

HOMB MISSIONAUT SOCIETY.
Tbo Qlty-Urst nnnual meeting ol tho American Home

Missionary Society waa held at their rooms In iho
bible House yestorduy aiiernoon, ut lour o'clock.
Mr. I'hurles Demond, of Boston, Treasurer ol tho Mas¬
sachusetts Home Missionary Society, presided, ami iho
meeting was opouud with pr.iycr oy tbo Rev. William
M. Taylor, 1). 1)., ol Now York. Tbo treasurer's re¬
port. was r"tid ami adopted. Tbo auuuul report ol tbe
Kxcuuiivo Committee was also adopted and ordered to
be printed, tin report ol a committee of nomination
a list ol officers was eieciod lor tbo ensuing year. The
President elected was Rev. Theodore D. woobcy, D.
It. ; Treasurer, William Henrv Smith, and Recording
Secretary, Austin Abbott. There were also thirty-lour
vice pr sidcms, liny directors, inree corresponding
so.-reiurios uud on-'uuditor elected. The socloiy then
nujourucd, and (lie newly elected Hoard oi Directors
met to uppoint ti « Kxecuuvo Committee. Tbo lollow¬
lng commitloe was nppointod:.Mouthers ex ojjicio.Treasurer William Henry Snntli, Kocording Secre¬
tary Austin Abbott, Corresponding Socroturies Rev.
David B. Coo. 1). D.; Rev. Alexundor E Clapp, D. I>.;Rev. Henrv M. Starrs, D. D. Oilier members.Mr.
John li. Hutcbiuson, chairman; Mr. Christopher It.
Robert, Simeon B. Chutondeii, Hev. Richard s. Storrs,
D. D. j Hev. William J. Ilud>uglou, D. D. ; Mr. Calvin
C. Woolwortb, Rev. William M. Taylor, D. D.; Mr.
Jobu Wiley uud Mr. William G. Lanibort.

AMUIICAN TRACT HOCIBTY.
Tno American Tract Society met at tbo Presbyterian

Church (Dr. Crosby's), corner of Fourth uvenue uud
Twenty-second street, yeslcrdn.v morning, ut teu
o'clock, wbou tho summary ol lis Onunciul and other
work lor the year ondmg March 31, 1877, was read.
The stringency of tho tunes baa had the effect ol cur¬
tailing the operations ol ibis as well as ol all similar
societies lor the past year, but tho exhibit still shows
largo outlays and corresponding results.
During the yeur llvu ol the oldest members ot tho

Bourd liuvo died. Four ol those were Vice Presidents.
Judges Sheplov, of Maiue, ami Humes, ol New Jersey;
Bishop Junes and Lucius Hopkins, ol Now York.
President Stearns, ol Amherst, was a director. Tbo
now publications issued wero 132, thirty-one ol which
were volumes, the others comprising pumplilels, leaf¬
lets and cards. Nine new books und tructs were issued
in German, one volume in Spunlsti, ono in Purtugue.»o
and tracts in French und Dainah. Tho periodical de¬
partment, whic.b embraces six dilTerent issues, la sell-
supporting, Gratuitous distribution of hooks to tho
atuouut ol $44,200 44 has been made. Tho receipts
lor ibu year huvu been, including $109,720 14 ill dona¬
tions and legacies, $441,198 20; to which add $8,071 43,
balance ol (inking loud account und balance In tho
treasury April 1, 1X76, nidXiug tbo total resources for
tbo year $449,209 69. Tho expenditures lu the various
departments ol the society lor tho yeur, including
$1,013 14 to sinking lund aocouni, have been
$441,119 74. leaving u balance In tho treasury ot
$8,149 93. During tho year 209 colporteurs, including
33 students, from 18 colleges and theological semi-
uuiles, liuvo labored in 32 ot the United Slates and in
some ot the adjoining British provinces. Thev held
or addressed 6,937 religious meetings, maun 162,883
family Visits and conversed on personal religion or
prayed with 98,370 families. During the year closeu
$3,780 In cash. $6,88099 lu electrotypes and $1,827 27 in
home publications were donatod by the society. Dur¬
ing tho tbirty-six yeurs tbe society has been In ex-
istcnco tho timo employed lu colportugo has been
oqual to tho servicnoi one man for 61,015 mooths or
over 5,084 years. There bavo oeen 10,866,646 volutnca
sold, 2.869,TiS granted, ;;s9,970 religious meetings held
or addressed, 11,839,730 family visits made and
6,470,346 luniiiios conversed with on personal roligion
or prayed with.

BROOKLYN Y. M. O. A.
Tbe sum of $0,000 baa been pledgod to tho Brooklyn

Young Man's Christian Association, and it is to bo used
to pay oil part ol tho debt of $7,600 ut prcsont exist-
Itig Hguiust It. The association, therefore, will not sus¬
pend.

A PAisTOIt'H TliOUBLES.

REV. MR. M'CAFFRAY'S CHARGE AGAINST POLICE

OFriCER FOLEY.
Officer Foley, of tho Twonty-llrst precinct, was

brought before tbo Police Commissioners yesterday on

a charge preferred against him by the Hev. Mr. McCsf-
fray, oi No. 658 Lexington avenue. Tbe specifications
relato that ou tho oveuin^ ol tho 22d of March this
officer arrested the roverend gontlcmuu outsldo ol bis
church without a warrant or any evideuce to Justify
such a summary proceeding. Hev. Mr. McCafTray
stutod tho case in very foicible language, assuring
ProsidanlStnith that bo waa locking up his church on

Third avenue, near Thlrty-.-ovontli street, and was
about retiring peacefully 10 tils homo, wheu Mm.
Leavttt asked Officer Foley to "arrest that man,"
and Foley did so, never Inquiring whether tbo
charge atioul lo bo prclcrrcd against the
prisonor was lor an offence committed on thai night or
lpiU "Mr. President," sahi tbo Kev. Mr. McCallray,
who was attired in sombre black ol clerical cut, "tins
oillcor then look bold ol tno and desAilo my protect
marched mo along the eastern sldo ol Third nvenun in
lull view of a crowd ol persona whose atlention was
attracted to :ne by tho officer saying, .I've got til in.'
The ai rest was altogether maliciously made and car¬
ried out in an oiioffiocr-like maimer" In rebuttal
Officer Foley stated that lie had been directed by his
sergeant to go to tho place wnero ho louni Mr.
llculriy, whom ho did not take to bo
a clergyman, and Mr. and Mrs l.eavllt, who
with llieir irienda were, Indtgliunl and threatened
io Injure Mr. McCsirray lor having done something to
the lady. iSbu called upon tho officer to arr«*t Kev.
Mr. McCallray, saying, "Me ban asnuulled me."

..Did ho lay his hands on you?" saiu the officer.
'.llo did," replica iho lady. "Ho .caught me by tho

hands, kissed lue, and, asking me lo go inside Iho
church with him, iiiado Improper proposals. 1
waut you 10 arrest bim tor indecent a>sault."
Then Foley went on to tell that he
asked McCaffray about Iho Chargo and he
made no special denial ol it. lielloviug that the affair
lmd taket. plate on mat evening raiher linn on the
Thursday week previous, he look all the people lo iho
slution house as much to save Kev. Mr. McCnlTray
Irom personal violence Irom Mrs. I.eavilt's Irien-JS as
to have tho thing cleared up. (ieneral Smith ihouglit
llie officer had acted indiscreetly In noi asking it wlint
time iho assault hail boon tin n; hut Mr. and Mr-.
l.i'AVltl, as well as a brother officer, corroborated
Foley's statement. This officer put in ss supplemen¬
tary delonco that hu has been on the lorco more th in
ten years and has never had a chargo preterrod against
him hy a oillMU. Kev. .Mr. McCallray had no wit-
uossea. No action was taken by the Commissioners.

CONCERNING THE DOCKS.

To® Dock Commissioners at their meeting yesterday
niternoon received from tho 1'olico Hoard a lottor re-

questing them to mage a survev ol Hart's Island, and
M furnish estimate* of tue cost ol erecting crio work
around it. As tbo letter was couched in somewhat
?ago* terms tho Commissioners derided not to con-

siiler the request until they should ascertain Just what
iho polico authorities want.

4 At a previous mooting of the Dock Commissioners
tho French fraaml.mtic Company, which pays fdo.oisi
a year rent lor its pier, asked io Imi excu ou irom lur-
lushing the security demanded, and setting
lorili luat they had erected upon the pier u shed and
other Improvements to iho vntue ol about $60,000,
winch in ense ol their failuro to pny a singlo quarter's
ront would bo lorleited to tho city. This iho com¬
pany thought was sufficient security of their
good faith. lhe Commissioners wrote lor
the opinion ol tho Corporation Counsel as lo whether
they bad power to waive t-ecnrny in such a case, anil
yesterday tlisy received irom that official an opinion
selling lorih llial they bud lull power lo do as they
thought hesi. Thereupon It was decided to let the
company have the pier w iilioui security on condition
that it pay the rem quarterly in advance.
The oilier business transacted at tho mooting was of

a merely routine c tin racier.

NOETtySUN PACIFIC.
Tlio stockholders/ol the Northern 1'aclffc tlallroad

Company held a meeting yesterday forenoon at No. 23
Filth avenue. The action of lite Directors at a meet.

lug bold earlier in the day whs ro| orled. At the

Directors' meeting the Finance Commute* reported
adversely ou th* lacing of a mortgage on that portion
oi the lino now in operation on the I'scitlc coast, lhe
contemplated llmsiiing and equipping ol lhe tiranch lo
the I'lngrillup coal #»id», it in heitevud, can be accora*
oltsbtd w tiliout issuing u uiortaage.

OUE SOLDIERS' GRAVES.

COMPLETIKO TOE A It ItANOEMEN Tf! FOB DECO-

KATION DAY.BOTH BLUE AND OBAY TO BB

RKMKMBERED.
The following circular brta been issued lrom tbo

Sew York Deuariincut Headquarters of tbo Grand
Army of the Republic, with reference to the manner
of observance of Decoration Day:.

HKADULAKThK* DkPAKTM* *? Of N*W YOltK, 1
(juani» Auny or tiii: Khrtnuo. L

Koou i:«» Tkinitv IIuiliuno. fNo. Ill Hkoahway. Sew Your, May 7. 1877 J
OK.tKKAL OKIIKNm. SO. 4.

I. On the 3or; in*t. duty aud inclination Mike will cull
u» to jro out, uk In the past. niiii strew with flowers the
"windowless pulaio* «»t rest" where reuone the mortal re
mains ot our eo.nritdes gone before. The Commander is
confident that iio official adjuration it necessary in order to
impel every comrade to do nis full slutre. in order that the
ceremonies oi thai occasion may alike do justice to the
deeds ot the dead and the instinct* oi the ueartK oi the liv
inu. In no uutuner can we inculcate ro largely in iho
tuindft ot the risiug generation a spun of devotiou to coun*
try hk by showing thorn on such ocea*ions at Decoration
Day the esteem in which those who died lor the natiou wre
held.

II. The Cotnmau *er embraces this opportunity to repeat
the suggestions which it wan hi* privilege to make one )ear
Htfo. via.That wherever uriicticuble memorial services he
held in the evening as well as iu the day; that such *er
vices he held in some public IihII Hie clergy generally in¬
vited to purticipHte, and, furthermore, tiiat white paying
our respect* to ttie memory of the dead, we do not Jorget
the claims of the livin but that the opportunity of soch
evening services be embraced to present to the public the
necessity of a Soldiers' Home iu New York, and collections
taken thereafter in aid of the fund We shall
never have performed our full duty to comrade* dead and
comrades living until we have taRfii from the poor-
houses of the State the (III veterpni who now
are dratrgiug out a disgraced « Xlstence within their portals

III. ith the gradual hut constant thinning out of our
ranks by the hand of Heath it is ovideut to all that iu a
few years the Hctite spirits of >ur organisation will be num¬
bered among the lirand Army of the past, and our decora¬
tion ceremonies entrusted to other hands. In view of that
laci it is recomme ided that au earnest effort he made by
all to extend the ohservance of our beautiful custom, in the
hope tind the belief that thereby within a few years not
only the graves of our warrior dead, but the last resting

rduces of all loved ones gone before will, as by acotum u

inpulse, be made to blo»soin with the puic, sweet beauty
of ir «graut flowers. By no ot her act of oi.rs can we do us
much to give our organization immortality, while Time
lasts, as by this founding In its heart a future national ob
servmice.

IV. I lie Commander, after mature deliberation. mo«t
earnestly recommends to the various Memorial Committees
in tliis Department that they extend t» such ex-i.'oufederate
soldiers as may now be residing iu their vicinities a cordial
invitation to turn out with us on Decoration Day and par¬
ticipate hi the payment of tribute to departed valor. We
stand on the vuntage ground of the victor In the d"ad strife,
and can well afloru to periorm this*act. O'l the battle tie d
we sought their lives simplv because we would preserve to
the children of all of us the hlesiintr* of the Uniou. There
was no personal tiatred iu it all. We conquered, and tnese
men remain American citixens.our brothers, with equal
rights and privileges
Kor vears past the coiurrdes ot New York and Brooklyn,

iu their annual pilgrimage to the bivouac ot the dead of
both armies, at Cypress ilitis, have not laiied to leave, alike
on the graves ol the Union and Confederate dead, sweet
tokens of remembrance.

It was a Christian act and needs no excuse ; It eonimstids
our cnmiueudHtion. To such a spirit tuu»t tiiis country look
for the accomplishments which, hi the future are to place
her far higher on the roll ol nations than *he has yet stood.
And as we stand, clasping hands ou our Memorial Day,
while the tears ol loud remembrance may o> sciire earthly
vision, so it may be diflicult to see which rest under the
laurel and which under ihe willow: and as we turn our vis¬
ion toward the we-tern horizon of the Kepublic's existence,
all shall be enabled to witness sin h a promise of future na¬
tional giorv as shall amply recompense fur all the toil, suf¬
fering and bloodshed ol the past.
Y I' ost Commanders and too Chairmen of Joint Memorial

committees throughout the Department are requested to
s -iid complete reports of the services in their several locali¬
ties to the Chaplain of the Department, J. II. Barnard,
I'lymouth, Chenango county. N. Y. tiy command of

JaMKS TANNKK, Department Commander.
tiko. K. Hquihks, Assistant Adjutant General.

THE PUBLIC OFFICES AT THE NATIONAL CAPI¬
TAL ORDERED CLOSED.

Washington, May 0, 1877.
The following notice baa been addressed to the

heads of tho departments aud to tho Public Printer:.
Sin.The President directs me to ssy that the several de*

pertinents ol the government will be closed on Wednesday,
the 'loth inst., to enable the employes to participated in the
decoration of the graves ol th<- soldiers wiio fell during tne
rebellion. I am, sir, your obedient servant,

W. K. KOtaKKK. Secretary#

ARMY OFFICERS AND THEIIi PAY.

Homtox, May 8, 1877.
To tiik Editor or tiib Hkrai.d:.
The army has to go without pay for tour months

Officers with latnilios ana children to oduuato live up
to tho la«t cent or their salary every month. They
will be obliged to hypothecate their pay accounts Tor
thin period ut about 100 per cent per aimum. That is
about tbo charge domamled by those who "shavo"
puy acciiunts. Why will not some patriotic inou of
wealth oiler to ailvunce tbis money to officers nt povtn
per cent lutoroBl? It would bo au entirely sale invest-
went aud would bo an act of true philanthropy. 1
don't require this lor myself, as 1 um among tho lew
fortunate ones having hoiiio resources oui-ido of my
pay; but I feel lor the distress ol tue old olllcers witn
families. Will you agitnto the subject* Kor obvious
reasons please not mention my uunto, i>ut rail me

ARTILLERYMAN.

LAW AND L1QUOK.
EFFECT OF THE FAILURE OF THE HTATK LEG¬
ISLATURE TO MODIFY THE EXCISE LAW.WHAT
THE LIQUOR DEALERS BAY AND WHAT THEY
ARE DOING.
Tho Liquor Dealers' Association, represented by

Mr. Harry Cunningham, tbu president, gave up any
furtbor hopo that tho Stato Legislature would rolicvo
the liquor trade lrom the difficulty It Qnds Itself In by
tho recent declsiou ol ibo Court ol Appeals when a

telegram was received early yesterday morning saying
"tho Kxelso tight is lost.'* Mr. Cunningham said:.
"Wo aro only beaten on ono Hank. They havo do*
cldod against our rights as individuals, or rather
against the rights or those who are dependent ou us;
but beyond the logul reading glvon to tho decision of
the Court ol Appeals thoy havo established nothing.
Tne license law of 1857 was allowed to remain in lorco
until 18*7. It was only alter Uavlng mulcted Iho
liquor moc ol licenses lor twenty years that It was
discovered that too iuw should bo repealed.
Why should it be repealed 1 We havo cnniorined
witn every phnso ol it, and II they chooso to resu-ci-
taie dead and decayed decisions against u* we can only
(brow ourselves on the common justice ol the puop.o.
it is not a question now ol whether those who cell
liquor bavu been beating tbe License Hoard, but
wiiother a man who pays hi* money lor the prirllogo
ol arryiug ou Uis business is to be allowed to do so if
peopio opposed to blra 111 opinion do not like it. A *ro-
ecr or shoemaker might Just a* easliy have his shop
closod by a rival because Hie rivul wanted u clour Ueid
lor blmsoll ah iho barroom keepera cnn bo suppressed
by Icgislillon."

1'bo east n <lo liquor dealers aro rather disposed to bo
combative, and are ingenious in thuir mode ot evading
the letter ol tlio law. One ol tliesu said yesterday to it

reporter ol the Hskald, "I couldn't ruu a beer i>aioou
without soiling liquor Id It. Vive out of ton ot the
men who como to tuy places.for I huvo lour ol them.
want spirits, and 11 I cannot provide thoin Willi them
they go somewhero else. Yot in two ol my Alums I
couldn't possibly llnd room lor three beds. 1 luu-nd
to put them up in tlio other two."

1 n many ol Hie auioon* the conditions ol the law had
been complied with by placing very small coia In very
dark Closets.

1 ho lirooklyn Hoard ol Pollro and Kxclso Commis-
sloners yehterdny sent a general order to the captains
ol the several preniucia instructing them to report as
to tlio character nnd reputation ol applicants lor Inn-
keeper's llreuses, iho exact number ol spire beds and
bedding kept tiy them lor the aceoiiimodaii«n ol trav¬
ellers, and as to wueiher tbey can furnish meals.

TEMI'KliANCE IN JEliSEY.

The seventh annual convention of the Catholic Total
Abstinence Union ol New Jersey win neld ul tlrand
Street Mall, Jersey City, yesterday. One hundred and
thfriy delegates, representing tblrtj-lour societies,
were present, liesidcs the following priestsFathers
Hennessey, liurko nnd Ksser, of Jersey City ; Corrl-
gau, ol lluooken: McNuliy, ul I'ater^ou; Holland, ol
Trenton; McCarthy, ol Hover; Hog.m, ol Harrison,
and Scnneioor, ol l'nssaic. rather McCarthy was
elected chairman.

Aftor the ex»minntlon ol credentials Katlier McNulty,
ol l'atcrson, was elected president ol the unlou lor the
ensuing year, and William J Convert', of Trenton,
secrotury. Tbo new president delivered a stirring
addres-.

l'rayer wns men olferod by Kather Hennessey, alter
which iho Convention adjourned. In the evening
there wns a temperance galherirg in St. Michael's
achoolliouse, at which several addresaoo on temper-
aucu were delivered and great em liusia-m wan mani¬
fested.

NO COMPROMISE.
A few days ngo John llerthaut, temporarily maid¬

ing at N<>. Ul Ureeno street pending his departure lor
Kurope, was swindled out of $£18 by two Italian cnn-

Dd"nco men named Ctuseppe Coiembo nnd (Ilu.-eppo
Torch 10, They were arraigned belr.re Judgo Wandoll
at the nine and hold lor trial. Officer Ternro, of the
Court Squad, while working up atioiber similar case,
yeslcrd.iy discovered that liorttiaui had aceursd pas¬
sage lor Kurope on the strainer Canada, having re¬
ceived from irienda of Colombo and forclno the
lull ninount..in lieu ol .in order ou the prop¬
erty clerk lor that uinount. takes irom the two nu n.
Ilerthsut was lirought before Judge Waudell yesterday
altcruooa, and that magistrate thought proper to com
mit him 10 the House ol lietention in default of fl.ouo
bail, to insure bis pre-enca ss a witness against t oloiniio
and lorchio.

THE FOUNTAIN UUN~('M"H.
The cnrtlflcate of Incorporation of the Fountain Cnn

Club, ol the couoty ol Kings, »ss approved yesterday
by Justice UaruarJ, ol the Kings County Supreme
Court. The club Is organised lor the enforcement of
the game laws and ordinances, to prevent the unlawful
and inhuman destruction of game, and lor improve-
mom in the uko ol the gun. The club is NtfO lesigr.ed
to bring togotlior iu locial intercourse tbo ? portsmou

I of the county.

OUR COMPLAINT BOOK.

[Note..letter* intended tor this column must (M
accompanied by the writer'* lull name anil address to

Insure attention. Complainants who are unwilling to
comply wiiu this rule airopiy wasto time 'n writing..
En. Herald.]

BROOMH TI118 WAY.
To the Editor or tiik Hkkai.d:.

Please call tho attention of tbo Street Cleaning De¬
partment to Kitty lourlb street. U baa not bien eleanee
since last summer. 11. i y.

CLPA11 THKM OUT.
To tub Editor or tiik Hkkald:.

1 would usk through your valuable paper way tbe
police captain o( tbo Twentieth preotuct aliuwa a jug
of loafers to uongregato on the corners of Kigluli ave-
nun mni 'I hirty-eiguth street, tusuliiug every lomsM
uud passers-by. U. J. U.

A DEAD GOAT.
To tiir Editor or tiir Herald:.
A dead goat ban beon lylug in Iront ol rav liouie ' *

throe duys Tho policeman No. 1,212 say* "Go to
bell, and notify the health iolks. " K. F, \\.

A question OF FINANCE.
To thk Editor or tiir Hkkald:.
Can you spare mo a llttio space in your Complaint

Book" to usk whai they are going <o do with ibe pro.
ceeils arming out ol the motievn p >i<l lor licenses *.c
keep doga f I'KO UUNl) PCBUCO.

UNRULY CHILDREN.
To tuk*Kcitor or tiik Herald:.

Is llicro uny way to reach tbe unrulv children of tb«
rich 1 In Koriv-Orfl street, between Kilth and Mudlsou
avenues, there are lllteen or moro children living
mainly on tho north side of tho si root. They havi
snow and oilier ball;, bean (hooters, pts:oU with c:ipi
among their leaser amus'-ments. (.ant winter ono ol
our ueighbors linil ihreo paue* ol iarce sue glusi
1'iokeu, and uo one did It, ol course. II spoken te
many reply impudently and nay no attention The
police chat with them, and never interfere with cllnlk
inarkiug or whistling. while 1 wrlio ihoy are gmugirora plot to plot learimr up mo young grias uud p«- t
Ing each oilier. Is there uny way to make tliem mop
uwuy iroiu thu stoops and grans plola ol people who
have no LITTLE TOMUOYS.

MANURE AND SWILL MILK.
To tiir Editor or the Hkkald:.

! would respectfully ask ycur kind permission to call
attention by means of your "Complaint Hook 'to the
disgraceful and unhealthy condition ol tho lots alluate
In Kast Kilteenth street, betwoeu avenues li and C. It is
a great nuisance. Scavengers' trucks aud carts stand
there during the day while tho proprietors ol Hie
manure dump aro having mnnuro hauled to and Iro.
The ulleuliou of Mr. Itergli, uud uoaltli authorities is
nlso culled to tho cow siabies in rear of those lots. I'lio
cows are conllned in close, dirty siihies, being ted on
swill, rotten apples, &c. It is uiso almost, Impossible
lo aland ibo smells arising iront those lots, un-l much
ol the prevailing sickness among tho children ol tins
neighborhood must l>u caused "by this nuisance on l>ia
No*. 610 to tilli Kasi Kiitcunih streot. li. !'. M.

ItEKORM IN THE TENTH WARD.
To tiir Editor or tiik Hkralii:.

Eldridgo street, between Itivingion and Stauton, is \

disgrace to the ward. No decent woman can p.i«s t>y
without being insulted by Icuiales of III rcputo. My
wtlo was Insulted last week, and complaints at the
Tenth f'reoluct stall on house did not relieve us ol tins
nuisance. If Captain Kiiss would lak<' a walk litrou^U
iliut block In tho evening ho would see lor him-ylf
that It Is really so. Will the Police Commisaiotfors
pio ise send us that hero, Captain Williams, loralittio
while, aud wo laxpuyors will bu happy to receive
himf <>. M.

CHURCH 8EAT8 FOR 8TRANGER.3.
To tiik Editor or tuts Herald:.
Some weeks ago 1 walked a long distance to attend

sorvice at Dr. Hall s Church, Kilth avenue. When !
entered thoro wore not a dozen persons in tlio body
of the chyrch; 1 stood neurly an hour, and, in ildt
from exhuusttun to reiiiuiu standiug longer, returned
home. No soat was ottered me nor did I seo any ar¬
rangement lor providing an v.

AN ELDERLY LADY AND A CHURCH MEMBER.

A CHANCE FOR EXPLANATION.
To tiik Editor or Tiir. Herald:.

Soino months ago a monster ontertatnnient «p.it

given at tho Hippodrome, und It was advertised that
the procoods wero to he given to the poor of tho Twenty*
Urst ward. Some of tho prominent politician* ol thiiTr
ward wero upou iho committee having tho matter m
Charge, aud I should llko to ask theiu what has bee#
done with the proceeds t

TWKXTY-F1KST WARDER.

A CRY FROM HIGH BRIDGE.
To the Editor or tuk Herald:.
Siuco you have successfully pushod your way Into

tbo dense Jungles ol Africa and ibeswatupsol Florida,
not to mention, last, though not least, the horrib.o
highways and byways ol New York city, 1 entreat you
to aid us, who, though living In one ol tho most beau-
tiiul environs of tho city, vol Uud it nearly us inac¬
cessible as eitbor of the ahovo places as far as rapi l
transit is coucorood. Wny will uoi Mr. Vanderuitt
gtvo Highbrldgovillo moro trams at hours lo sun busi¬
ness men ami women V Tho Kighth aveuuu road
would do a clever tiling to |:ui dummies at once upon
the upper part of its road and so accomplish rapid
transit lor a largo and grateful number ol persons « no
now d*pond upon it lor daily carriago to ana Irom the

city. cm »Cl'S.

ROTH RID! 8 OF THE HPITZ QUESTION.
To tiik Editor or tiik Hkhald

1 am surprised to seo that you are ruling suWi a hue
snd cry against the Spitz dog. To say that tho ii'.ie ol
a Spin dog is moro vonomonoua and capable or pro¬
ducing hydrophobia ofictier than tno liito of'any other
member of tuo canine race is simply ilUsuid. I'lial
the lotuper of tlio Spit/, is more quick and iitiui I
grant, but that it should l* exterminated tir ibis and
lor ibe imaginative idea ol us ulto boln^ moro harmful
ts unjust and barbarous; a. J.
To tiik Editor or tiik Hkkald:.
Since you hare done so much good In the mailer of

SplU uogs, will you kindly *00 what you c.ih accom¬

plish In «ptti»iK r»d of 11 more dangorous bruu In
the rear ol No. 3iu West 'I'llirty-eljztitU at rent, back ol a

pair ol iittirv, is kopi a dog as lurgu at ugoodslgeii <>- ir,
uh black and oh savage. I'He niairs being upon tht doy
can easily put his b*ad through or around iS-m hip!
seize any person who may bu ascending. 1 imth nar¬
rowly cm-aped twice only ny jumping lb roc or lour
stoi*. Tho Ung 18 onaIDo1, but liia chain ix n<> long
Hint be hits plenty ol play, and, il It were short, the
stniugo.il ol chum* us iiaide m break wuli the sudden
Jerk ol his pnudcroua body IIy nu nt any person i.c
mayace. AN Ol.l) sUilSCKIHKH.
To tiik Kiiitor or tiik Hkkai.p:.

I am surprised at the extrcmo courie you have tnkcti
In regard to tho .Spitz dog. 1 am au admirer ol ino

enmuo race, and naturally leel indignant at the cry
that la being raiaoil against tho same, particularly Iho
Spil* dog. My experience docs not carry out your
Views. I think lb« rspli /. dog as harmless, ai r> gards
hia u.ie, aa uuy other dog. C. C, r.

DANOKItH or TUB PAnK.
To TIIK K.DITOHOr TIIK HKK4I.I>:.

hist Sunday evening I took a young lady friend r

a stroll through the I'ark Ho sought scats near the
onirunce at Hnudwuy and Ktgluh avenue, but were

compelled to walk on until near a pilo ol rock we

discovered a seat, which wo took. Ileinn protected
Iroin tno chilly wind by some high ground and shrub-
bery and rock* m ar u.«, we aat comlortaidy, ch.nl u,

together. We must have ant tber«> sotno time, lor v

companion reinarko I, "I think it must be late; l h< if
no ono walking through tho Park." I (Coked ai my
watch, but could not svo the Ilac. The lady lose, ami
suddenly i>liu r« marked, "Look! thern i- .mni one
coming." I turned i|nu Kiy, and against tfco gaslight*
Iroui a sunken at reel close iy I observed a U^ure
crouching "lowii atid approaching under osver oi the
shadow mauo t»v the high groaau. w.m miner
siarilcd, aa was the lady, and I >upposed at on< ib it
soma niau intended to aeal me i olow and nite mo in
that lonoiy part ol tho Park. I w it unarmed, without
a cune qven, and lett vory nm< n concerned, espes lally
as I had a laiiy Willi mo. When ibo man bec.tm#
aware Hint ho had bc-'ii di-cov-red ho ran to us oelore
We had tiliio to know wrhat 10 do or what to o\|,
iind s.-iMd tbo lady In tin arm. She ai once .|i vf
back and exclaimed, "lion't you darn to loucn me 4

aud then I saw tuat It was a I' irk policeman. Now,
sir, 1 catiuot couceivcwii.il Oliject tho rough Ii «i>v

bad in approaching us lu the manner ho did. We » to

sitting near a walk, u<n at all covered ironi view i»ur
iiiiuroH could be so n distinctly against tho aky by any
one passing by. Wu mado wo attempt at «oucealmcijt,
aud our conversation was carried on in * loud voice,
and frequently with laughter. I be excuse the lehuw
g.vnwhrn I a-ked bun what ho wanted wis, ''It t
lime i«» go out. "

I desire to t ill tho special attention of tho Park Com*
mi-moncr* to this unwarranted c.i«o of imp'-rnm lit
imrusion by the policeman; lor il they win not em-

ploy proper pernios to guard aud protect VMtors
to tlie I'ark, and will retain runiana' wim
about at dark, socrcting tbemaelves, in or-. r
tb.it they may pounce upon respect uhlo p< m>io
who go out tor a breath ol fresh ilr, who in ml
their own allairs, and who do not violate any iws <>r
propriety by sitting in a public park in plain vt< w of
all people passing, then they mu«t not ho wurpri<o.| f
noiiio time renpertable peopie take the law into ill r
own h inds and there and then deliver it Cattlu ttiod IO
ibo nlleiidiiig brute, which lie so richly merits. Met tig
aware that 1 ha l no meaua ot dcleticu and lb a o

rutllsn could call tor aaalstanec, and in considcrnt
lor a tnnid, ncrvou* and sick gin, who with me n t
he coni|n*lled in spend a night in a at nlon hou i
itrnMo d ?grace to a reapeciabio bdy I »a d noiii .I but moved on meekly. CEM'U.VL


